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AGRICULTURE. 

ALASKA. 

Hon. WILLIAM R. MERRIAM, 

JJ'!'.?·ector· of the Census. 
Srn: I have the honor to transmit herewith, for publica

tion in bulletin form, the statistics of agriculture for the 
territory of Alaska, taken in accordance with the provisions 
of section 7 of the act of March 3, 1899. This section 
requires that '' rrhe schedules relating to agriculture shall 
comprehend the following topics: Name of occupant of 
each farm, color of occupant, tenure, acreage, value of farm 
a.ncl improvements, acreage of different products, quantity 
and v::ilue of products, and number and value of live stock. 
All questions as to quantity and value of crops shall relate 
to the year ending December 31st next preceding the 
enumeration." 

The enumeration was made in the summer of 1900 by 
special agents, the first representatives of a United States 
census to collect statistics of agriculture in the territory. 
The tabulated returns indicate that the farming industry 
is insignificn,nt, being a subsidiary pursuit. The leading 
indmrtries ::Lre mining, fishing, and the canning of fish. 
rrl1e value of the agricultural products was but 12. 7 cents 
for each inhabitant of the territory, and 2.4.4 cents for 
each inhabitant of the south!3rn district, in which all the 
farms reported are located. rrllis is in marked contrast to 
the agricultural conditions in the states and other terri
tories. Ifor each inhabitant of Arizona the average value 
of agricultural products in 1899 was $57, ·and of the United 
States, in 1889, $39. 

The area of the 12 farms reported in Alaska in 1900 
is 159 acres, of which 104 acres are devoted to the culti
vation of vegetables and hay, and the remainder is used 
for pasturage. The total farm products were valued at 
$8,046. These farms are all south of the Kuskokwim 
River, in southeastern Alaska, and along the southern 
coast, including the Aleutian Islands. In this section 

there are two centers of agricultural activity, one on the 
southeastern coast in the vicinity of Juneau and Sitlrn, 
and the other in the southwest in the region about Cook 
Inlet and Kacliak: Island. The United States Department 
of Agriculture maintains experiment stations at Sitka, and 
at Kenai on Cook Inlet, but no reports were secured of 
the land or live stock owned. 

North of the sixty-second parallel agricultural opera
tions are generally con:finecl to smn,ll vegetable gardens, 
from which sales are rarely made. A small farm operated 
in connection with the Holy Cross Mission, on the lower 
Yukon, and a few gardens near Circle City produce 
vegetables for market occasionally. Other small gardens 
are found in most of the villages of the Yukon Valley. 

The values given are of the buildings and other improve
ments only, and not of the land, as no titles have been 
secured by the farmers, owing to the fact that no officia.l 
survey has been made. 

It is to be regretted that the special agents failed to 
secure reports conceming the farming operations of the 
Inclians. The '"fhlingits, inhabiting the southern coast, 
and the Aleuts, on the .Alaskan Peninsula and neighboring 
islands, have made substantial beginnings in agriculture. 
Nearly every village of the natives on the sou them coast 
has its community garden, ancl several individual gardens 
are found. 

A sketch map of Alaska has been included in this bul
letin. This, it is believed, will be helpful in locating the 
places mentioned. 

Very respectfully, 

d.59~. 





AGRICULTURE IN ALASKA. 

NUMBER, AREA, AND VALUE OF FARMS. 

rrhetotal farm wealth of Alaska, .June 1, 1900, is $15,686, 

of which $2, 196 are invested in live stock, $690 in imple
ments and machinery, and $12, 800 represent the value 
of buildings and other improvements. Buildings have 
been erected upon 9 of the 12 farms. 

The main expense incurred by the settlers in opening. 
farms has been in the preparation of the soil for cultiva
tion. ':I.1his has been very high-in some instances $120 
per acre. 

SIZE OF FARMS, AND PRINCIPAL PRODUCTS. 

TABLE 1.-FARMS CLASSIFIED BY SIZE AND PRINCIPAL 
PRODUCT. 

CLASSES. 

NUMBER OF FARMS OF wmorr 
THE PltINOIP AL PRODUCT IS-

Nu~ber Nu::;}ber 
11 
___ _,_ __ .,._ __ 

of these farms was vegetables, while that of the other 2 

was hay and ensilage. The United States experiment 
station at Sitka in 1899 _cleared 6 acres, and the one at 
Kenai had 3 acres under cultivation. 

LIVE STOCK. 

TABLE 2.-DOMESTIO ANIMALS AND POULTRY, 
JUNE l, 1900. 

ANIMALS AND FOWLS. Age, in years. Number. Value. 

Dairy cows--------------------------- 2 and over __ _ 
Oxen--------------------------------- Over 3 ------
Bulls--------------------------------- Over 1------
Horses ------------------··------------ Over 2------
Swine ----------------··--------------- All ages -----

81~f~ieiis:==================::::::~::: :::::::::::::::: 

13 
4 

. 1 
5 

10 
3 

176 

TotaL-------------------------- ---------------- --------------

$810 
450 

55 
465 
100 
150 
166 

2, 196 

farms. acres. Vegeta- Poultry Hay and The animals reported, except 1 horse, were found upon 
bles. eag~~. ensilage. 

_________ 
1 
________________ the 4 farms containing from 20 to 49 acres each. The 

'rhe 'l~erritory ---------- 12 159 2 work animals comprise 5 horses, -valued at $465 ; 4 oxen, 
=== === valued at $450; and 3 Eskimo dogs, valued at $150. The 

Under 3 o,cres ---------------- 5 5 4 1 ---··------ · · 11 f J 
3 and under 10 acres--------- 3 13 s ---------- ---------- dogs were 1n use expenmenta y on a arm near uneau. 
20 and under 50 o,crcs_________ 4 141 2 ---------- 2 • h · f h · 

':I.1he relatively hig er valuation o · oxen than ors'es 1s ex-
plained by the statement that they are better adapted to 

· Tho 5 forms reporting less than 3 acres are all small farm work in Alaska, as they can be kept at less expense 
market gardens. Four are devoted exclusively to the cul- and ai·e less susceptible to cold. The native grasses fur
tivation of vegetables, and on the other farm poultry is nish abundant pasturage in the summer, and roots and 
raised. 'l1he value of the products of these 5 farms in ensilage take the place of natural forage in winter. 
1899 was $027, of which $532 were from vegetables and A herd of 10 swine was found on a farm at Juneau, but 
$95 from poultry and eggs. no sales were reported in 1899. The lack of grain is an 

Vegetables are the chief source of income of the 3 farms obstacle to success in this branch of stock raising, though 
containing from 3 to 9 acres each. In 1899 these farms, it is partially overcome by the substitution of root crops. 
with 13 acres of land under cultivation, yielded $3, O l O Table 2 is for animals on farms only, no enumeration 
worth of produce. Of that amount, vegetables contributed having been made of cows, reindeer, pack dogs, and other 
$2,G55; poultry and eggs, $195; hay, $160. live stock owned by Indians, or kept in towns and villages. 

'"J.1he other 4 farms contain from 20 to 49 acres each, On many of the small islands along the coast of the Alaskan 
and have a total area of 141 acres of improved land. The Peninsula, and notably on Sanak and Shumagen islands, 
operators devote small areas to vegetables, and, in ad- cattle are very successfully raised. No detailed report 
dition, cut considerable quantities of grass. The values was obtained of the number of cattle kept on these islands 
of the products raised in 1899 were as follows: Vege- nor of those on Douglas Island, near Juneau, where a 
tables, $2, 378; bay and ensilage, $1, 180; live animals number of cows are kept for dairy purposes. The table 
sold, $310; dairy products, $292; poultry and eggs, $249 presents a very incomplete summary, as the unenumerated 
-a total of $4,409. The principal source of income of 2 stock exceeds in number and value the stock reported. 

(3) 



VEGJi~'PABLER. 

The cultivation of vegc>,tahlt1H ocmtpieH th<' 11ioRt impor
tant place in the agriculture of .Al:L1:-1ka. rJ'hiH iH t}W rt•HU~t 
of natural conditions. 'The nwan a1111ual tcnq>l'l':t1ittrt\ lH 
too low, and the season between killing frnt-its too Hhort, 
to permit tho snecossfnl cultiv:tt.ion of l~Prt>alH. rl'ht> ln11g
periods of daylight, the comparat.ivt>ly high ternperatnn•, 
and the abnnd:tnt rainfall, which m:trk tll<' hl'it1f grnwing 
season, are highly favorable to tlw rapid grnwth a11d (•arly 
maturity of nc:11'ly n.11 kindH of vPgt•t,:ibfoH, for ·whivh thPrc• 
is an active demand arn1 re:tdy markt\t. in t,lw l:tl'g'l\ townH 

and mining eamps. 'l1urnipA, inclu<1i11g rnt:ilmga11, in l 8!lH, 
returned the ln.rgt>,st revmrne; potn.t<WH aiul c:irrntt1 Wt'l'P 

also quite remunerative. Onions and prnum werl~ HtW<',t'HH

fnl under favomble circmnHtmHWH nnly. 
':rJie Moravian ntiHsicmnl'ieR grow vPgPtahlt•s in <li!forN1t. 

parts of the territory, their ga1·<1m1H in till' Ktrnkokwim 
Valley, and at Carmc~l, in tho N1tHl1ag:tk l>iHtric1) ht.!iug 
ospecia.lly r,roRperous, bnt 110 rpport, waH Hi't~nrt'll. 

r:rhe following table inclioat.es t.h<' xmmlwr nf fa.1·mt1 m1 
·which the different va.rioties of vogt!1,i1hleH WP!'(\ gro1\'Il1 tho 
area devoted to each, tho qrrnntit.imi pr<HltwPd, aud v:dtwH: 

TAm,Jll 3.-VEGW.CABLii~H GIWWN IN' lH!lll. 

PltoJJUOTS, 

Numl><ir 
of formH Nmnlior 
re11ort- of ticrm;. 

ing, _______ , ______ ----· ,,. 
'.J.'lw '.1\irrllory ·---- ----------

BeetH--------.. -··------·· ~l 2 
Cnhbuge -------····----- !J :1 
Unrro t,Y----·------ --··--. 2 ll 

E~l~~~~;ci:::::::::::::~:: 
1) 

7 1 011iorn1 _________ , _______ 
1 

Pen,;ie ------------··----· a Potl1toeR _______ ,, ___ , __ .. 11 Rtidislw:,i __ ., ______ ··- ___ ,( 

H.11u1 >1tl'b ·----------·· --·· 1 ----··---u· Turnips _______________ 7 

Unit or 
llll'W!Urc. 

HttHht•l!i 
Ht•atls .... ., •• ~ .. •·. 
BUHhl'IH 
llUtu•IWH,,,,_.,.,,,, 
Bui<hl'l~ ~--·--·, 

1!0 
do 
do 

HUI It' lwft .••• - .... 
do 

HUliht•IH •• ,, ....... 

lil 
1. 11:1 

1>'•11 
,ltHI 
fl!Hi 

7 
a 

i'U~ 
u;, ,frill 

iM 
Ur.7 

\'uhw, 

~!II'.'• 
HI 
1''141 
,.,ii 

'i~I! I 
Ill 

i"I 
1 ~ a~· 1 

/ti)<; 

':tihe greater portions of tlw lntttH·.<~ mid radi1-1lwH l't'J111l'tl'd 

were grown near Juneau in a lwt.IwuHt~ in whidi HlWt•ral 

crops were mhie<l within tho y<!:tl'. 

HAY AND ENHILA<m. 

Next to vegetahleA, gru1:1H ent for hay and mtHila~e i1-1 tlu• 
most important agricultural 1n·o<l nct.. tr pou 0 farmH 7H 
acres of grass were mowed, yi<~l11ing :i prod ll<'t of 11 a 
tons. Very little of it prop<•rly can lw cal.IP1l hay. 
Experience lrn.s shown that tlrn mua\rt:Lin elinw.tc• r<•mlt-rM 
impracticable any attempt to cm·o tho ]wavy wt.tivu gt'aKtWK 

in the ordinary mamwr. rl'hiH <lifliculty haH luwn •11wt liy 
the construction o:f siloH, of which in ll::!llH, tlwrt! wtm:: 
4, having a total capacity of 1ao t<mR. Vnry litt.lo, if auy, 
"tame" grass is grown, and the Rilos aro fillc~d with lwad1, 
or other native grasses, several v~trfotfos of which grow in 
abundance, both on the coast air1d iu tlrn i11tel'ior. 

4 

v,·~:1•tnl1ktl 
Hin 111111 Pt1Nih1~,:1• 
1'hi1·kl'lltl 

E~rn" 
1 'tll\ .. ~. '!'tlht 
:\Wk 
lhH!l•r 

tm 

Fr11m tlw l :~ ••owl{ n•pnt•kd in t ••'.~\!, 

from d•iiry prrnlwctH :mt! t::n 11 fr; 1m t IH• 

From tlw Ht:uulp11itH uf im•1111w 

\\1'1'1' n:ilitl'il 
,,, t,p;d 1·;iht•t1. 

puultrv rai:1d11~ in OHIH wa"' n•lal rnnNt 1lih· 
l1r:ml'l; nf Al;;1-1k:m av,rh·ultm·1" Tlw 1111 hawl. .lmw 
1, 11100, ••1111sii.\ll't tif l l'fl f1rn rnhu,,J nf •rtw l11f;il 

incom<' wm·• *;,:w iu l l"Ull. t H' t hi14 1>1Hm. \\ 1'!'P 1li•1·h1•1l 
"rotn (11ru·l'i, and $I':H frnm tlw 111:dt< uf rhh•l..1·nl'I, l ~~~ 

found :t l'P:tilY umrk1•t at :m 1.f ,i nul'• l"'I' 
dnz1•n, \Vhil•; tlw ll\'t•raw1 mminut n•1't•i\nl f i;t' f11\\ h~ ~uti 
$1.tH t•iich. 

)dflWP, P11tntm•!'f, t•:thlm1,~"· rnniifil'I, 1'at·i·1.t~. 

and ot ht•J' Vt'j,~'l't:thh•!i uf f lw hanJi,.,, \ ;gff• 1·uhhiU•·•l 
hr tltt• Imliam-i, th1• 
,l;vu11t>k, in u l'Pr.-ut f:n111'ahh· Vt•:u·, nH·r aun 
p1.1t atm·1-1 w 1•r1• ra hw1l. l"l11nu• . \\ 
hda111I from iwt•il furui~twd 

1-1tati111rn. With that 
CPKf!fttlly g'l'WWlt. 

tlw 1lumt-Hlit· animaltt 
ia i·ut. with t11i.-kli•» ami 
Tlw I wliam1 ruuh•r1'ftaml 

,\I 

g;i.th..x· ht.ri"*' 1p1:mtif ii·~ uf Ju·tp :mil :iHWi\ 1·•·d fnr tiw J!Urjilltit;, 

~t1wk r;d~iu.~ iH a \'1•ry Hmitt•1l d11· 
uumhPr of 1l11m1·~fit• 1mimalM u\\'Jwd 

µ;r1•ah•r thuu that t't•purli•tl fin· f i11· 
tJwy 0 WH O\'Pt' :HJ )wad of lH'l*J l'a 0 

at. h1mu ontt t•uw. Tlw t'o\\'tl ar•' o( 

im• i'imnH. and ;,th«• hut Hui•· mill... 
N<mr tiuuw 1•1111t;wf with \\ hih· a.u-11 

tlw uativt•N tlw mw 11f impr11\Td fonn hut •u 11llwi· 
lw~:ilith•R tJwy till tlw lam! with 
imphmwut1-1. Tht• mho·dumu·i,,'"' ar•• mrnh•m 
too IR ;unong tlw 1 mliantt~ arul :m~ tJwtu in 
improv«d nwthrnl111 uf Tiw ~·'*f~•~liHiJ'!>imwut uf 
ug1·i.cultural <•xpniuwut 
nxul givus prumhw uf 


